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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Gene Logsdon's 
Practical Skills: A Revival of Forgotten Crafts, Techniques, and Traditions: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Please, please put this book back into printBy dlhitzemanGene 
Logsdon's Practical Skills is a great primer for anyone wanting to learn about the skills our ancestors accumulated to 
get by in the age before electricity and mass mechanization. It is a great resource to start the quest to learn such skills, 
to identify otherwise unknown tools, and to start the process of developing plans for all sorts of things. It belongs on 
every self-reliant person's bookshelf.The only problem is that the book is currently out of print. Chelsea Green, are you 
listening? Get the rights to this book and print it, stat!3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. It Belongs In 
Your LibraryBy A. MartinezBuy it now and study it. It's that simple. Even if there are better ways or alternatives, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1626545952


Gene Logsdon is giving you a heck of head start. Not everyone needs this book, I'm sure, although it wouldn't hurt 
anyone to read it and use it as a reference.In my case, I no longer have my grandfather with me, and I am learning a lot 
on my own. This books is tremendously helpful, if just for the inspiration required to tackle projects and tasks. If 
you're lucky enough to have someone of the older generation with you, ask them questions and learn from them. Get 
this book anyway, as ask them for their opinions on what Gene suggests.Definitely a good read and reference, and you 
will never see my copy up for sale.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. "How Did They Used to Do. . . 
."By "slu"This material more than met my expectations. It covers a myriad of topics and yet did not just gloss over a 
subject, leaving the reader wondering why, for no more information given, it was even included. For someone looking 
for information on the "old ways" of doing different tasks on the farm or homestead that are still useful and helpful, I 
heartily reccomend this book.

Gene Logsdon has long served as a voice of grounded agricultural wisdom. His wry humor and keen insights have 
made him a favorite among homesteaders, gardeners, orchardists, and farmers. In Gene Logsdons Practical Skills, he 
turns his attention to traditional crafts and practices, reviving and documenting the homemaking, culinary, and 
agricultural skills handed down through generations of American farmers.This wide-ranging volume of practical 
instruction is divided into 5 parts, each focused on a different aspect of country life, including: Home maintenance and 
comfort Food preparation and domestic chores Landscaping and gardening Barn construction and livestock 
management Agricultural and woodlot land management Develop the skills your grandparents knew by heart. Gene 
Logsdons Practical Skills is a book you can learn from for years to come. Gene Logsdon and his wife Carol have a 
small-scale experimental farm in Wyandot County, Ohio. Gene is the author of numerous books and magazine articles 
on farm-related issues, and believes sustainable pastoral farming is the solution for our stressed agricultural system.

From Library JournalA how-to book for the homesteader, this covers livestock management, butchering, and building 
country lanes. Other topics of more general interest include patchwork quilting, woodlot management, minor 
household repairs, and gardening tips. This is an interesting book, but there are others that do a more thorough job: 
Back to Basics , by the Reader's Digest editors ( LJ 6/1/81), and Carla Emery's Old Fashioned Recipe Book: the 
encyclopedia of country living (1977). Of interest to some public libraries. Elizabeth Keeler Tom, formerly with 
Purdue Univ. Libs., West Lafayette, Ind.Copyright 1985 Reed Business Information, Inc.About the AuthorGene 
Logsdon has long served as a voice of grounded agricultural wisdom. Gene and his wife Carol have a small-scale 
experimental farm in Wyandot County, Ohio. Gene is the author of numerous books and magazine articles on farm-
related issues, and believes sustainable pastoral farming is the solution for our stressed agricultural system. 


