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Jean-Paul Pigeat : Gardens of the World: Two Thousand Years of Garden Design  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Gardens of the World: Two Thousand Years of 
Garden Design: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A great gift!By C. TurnerI bought this as a gift for a friend who 
loves to work in his garden. He loved it and really seemed to enjoy it.10 of 10 people found the following review 
helpful. Get a Map and Plan a Garden TourBy Manon KaveskyFrom the ultra-contemporary to the seriously classical 
Gardens of the World: Two Thousand Years of Garden Design intends to spark the imagination of all adventurous 
gardeners. A beautiful book packed with 300 plus color photographs of famous and familiar places: Versailles, Villa 
d'Este, and gardens that are less familiar; The Tarot Garden of Niki de Saint-Phalle, located in Tuscany, Portrack 
designed by Charles Jenks, in Scotland, and The Lightening Field in Quemado New Mexico by Walter de Maria. Get 
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out the map and plan a few garden visits into your next vacationGardens of the World is fascinating history of garden 
design. Each chapter examines a modern garden and then explores its historical and classical roots. The history and 
significance of water gardens is the focus of the first chapter. A contemporary water garden in France at Mery-sur-
Oise is shown in great photographic detail. Then the author traces the history of water gardens using a wide variety of 
examples such as Generalife garden in Grenada Spain, Villa d'Este in Italy, and the Barragan Water gardens in Mexico 
City. He states that gardeners have always borrowed ideas from each other. Their ultimate expression of these ideas 
tempered by the restraints of their own climate, location, history and plant availability.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Beautiful global tour of gardensBy S. Smith-PeterThis gorgeous, heavily illustrated 
oversized book provides a tour of gardens around the world (mainly America, Europe and Japan). It's divided 
thematically, starting with water gardens, then gardens of the Gods and then on through several more types of gardens 
to finish with gardens of the people, featuring Central Park.There are certain themes that go through the book. One is 
the western garden as an expression of power and control over nature versus the Japanese garden as a working with 
nature. Another is that multinational corporations have taken over from princes in creating gardens of power today.The 
photographs are spectacular. My only complaint is that they're not all captioned, so sometimes you can't tell if they're 
of the garden just discussed or the one coming up. Overall, this is a fun book to look at and read.

A truly magnificent panorama of garden design for professional and designers and garden travelers alike. 
Internationally renowned expert Jean-Paul Pigeat sets out to examine both the enduring styles and the bold new trends 
in garden design. Pigeat juxtaposes traditional and contemporary garden designs, exploring their themes as expressions 
of a cultures artistic creativity and social structure. Pigeat retraces his steps through famous and lesser-known gardens 
around the world. From the ostentatious design of Versailles, where the layout reflects power, to the inspired 
innovation of the Eden Project in England, which aims to teach visitors about the environment, to the cutting-edge Gas 
Works Park in Seattle, Washington, which reclaimed a former industrial site. Lavishly illustrated, with a lush format 
and informative text this truly magnificent panorama of garden design will meet the expectations of professional and 
designers and garden travelers alike.

About the AuthorJean-Paul Pigeat is the director of the International Conservatory for Gardening and Landscaping in 
Chaumont-sur-Loire (France), where he also organizes the prestigious annual Chaumont garden festival. 


