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Maggie Oster : Gardens of the Spirit 2014 Wall Calendar  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Gardens of the Spirit 2014 Wall Calendar: 

11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Inviting Scenes for Daily ViewingBy Dr. Debra Jan BibelI have 
an affinity for Japanese design and visited some of the monasteries and gardens there. Most photographs of this 
particular calendar are well chosen. The scenes are inviting, tranquil, and with characteristic balance or harmony. I 
have the 2013 edition and believe that the 2014 edition is even better. As for the calendar portion, all the civic and 
major religious holidays (Jewish, Muslim, Christian, Hindu, Buddhist), moon states, and other commemorations are 
given with ample space for notes.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful CalendarBy 
L.J.CollinsThe photographs are absolutely beautiful and I order this calendar every year. I have never been 
disappointed with the peaceful and quiet beauty of the settings. Thank you for carrying such a lovely calendar! L. 
Collins2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Always inspirational and beautifulBy MrLibertyI use this as 
my office calendar at work. Just looking at the images is a great way to begin the day in the right frame of mind.

Strongly influenced by Shinto and Buddhist spirituality, Japanese gardens are particularly conducive to meditation, 
harmony, inspiration, and inner calm. Requiring an artful blend of imagination, skill, and patience, the Japanese 
garden is an extension of the self. By adapting the harmonies of natural design to our own landscape, we heighten our 
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understanding of the world around us and within us. The Gardens of the Spirit wall calendar features twelve exquisite 
images from nature and garden photographer Allan Mandell. Paired with contemplative text by Maggie Oster, this 
artful collection of images brings the experience of Japanese gardening to all who long to create a peaceful oasis in the 
midst of a challenging world. Amber Lotus calendars have been illuminating spirit in the world for 25 years.

About the AuthorAllan Mandell's love affair with Japanese aesthetics can be traced back 20 years ago when he 
photographed the gardens of Kyoto through a full cycle of the seasons. He subsequently began a career as a 
professional garden photographer, and his images have been published in books and magazines worldwide. He six 
books as sole photographer include Naturalistic Gardening, Artists in Their Gardens, and Flower to Vase. He lives in 
Victoria BC, Canada, teaches photographic workshops, and continues to return to Kyoto, an enduring source of 
inspiration, to lead specialized garden tours. 


