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Arthur T. Vanderbilt II : Gardening in Eden: Seasons in a Suburban Garden  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Gardening in Eden: Seasons in a Suburban Garden: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I enjoyed reading it so much that I decided to read ...By 
RenataGardening in Eden, I enjoyed reading it so much that I decided to read it again and again. I just wish the pages 
would continue:-) One of my favorite book of all time!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Mom Savored 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1416540636


ItBy D.A.B.I purchased this book, without having read it myself, for my Mom as a gift for last Christmas because she 
loves to garden but is getting to the age where she can't do the things she loves anymore. She told me she read only a 
bit at a time so she could savor it. Only last week she told me again how much she enjoyed it and often thought of the 
beautiful pictures the author painted for her in her mind. If that isn't a favorable review, I don't know what is.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Gardening in EdenBy Photo LadyThis book was a wonderful read. The 
author brings his garden and the seasons to vivid life with his words. I enjoyed how the garden became more than just 
plants. The author gave it a personality with a magical twist. Definitely a joy to read for anyone with an imagination!

"Though an old man," Thomas Jefferson wrote at Monticello, "I am but a young gardener." Every gardener is. In 
Gardening in Eden, we enter Arthur Vanderbilt's small enchanted world of the garden, where the old wooden trestle 
tables of a roadside nursery are covered in crazy quilts of spring color, where a catbird comes to eat raisins from one's 
hand, and a chipmunk demands a daily ration of salted cocktail nuts. We feel the oppressiveness of endless winter 
days, the magic of an old-fashioned snow day, the heady, healing qualities of wandering through a greenhouse on a 
frozen February afternoon, the restlessness of a gardener waiting for spring. With a sense of wonder and humor on 
each page, Arthur Vanderbilt takes us along with him to discover that for those who wait, watch, and labor in the 
garden, it's all happening right outside our windows.

From BooklistFor Vanderbilt, paradise exists in a well-placed perennial bed and rapture explodes on the garden 
center's opening day. In this lyrical, lovely paean to the delights and disappointments of a lifetime spent tending his 
garden, an Eden he has created in a suburban New Jersey backyard, Vanderbilt waxes nostalgic for bygone days of 
epic snowfalls and visits to green-thumbed grandparents, all the while anxiously anticipating next year's garden 
projects and zealously contemplating new plant purchases. Winsomely, wistfully, with acerbic wit and accumulated 
wisdom, Vanderbilt shares a jump-the-gun garden enthusiasm that eagerly spurs him to plant flats of annuals in 
defiance of May's last frost date, taking readers season by season through his garden reveries and activities until the 
day when he must stoically rip out the sodden foliage the year's first frost has inflicted on those very same plants. 
Gardeners have an almost preternatural sensitivity to the natural world around them, and Vanderbilt charmingly 
imparts his with a rhapsodic exuberance and poetic reverence for things keenly seen and deeply felt. Carol 
HaggasCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved "This sensual, literate story of a small New Jersey 
garden in four seasons over two decades is as vivid as spring tulips, as comic as the frogs in midsummer, and as bright 
as the stars of Orion on a winter's night." -- Susan Cheever"With contagious enthusiasm, Vanderbilt captures the 
beauty of impatiens and marigolds, the wonder of snowy skies and sprinklers in the sunshine, the satisfaction of a bed 
well tended, and all the other things that get us out of bed at the crack of dawn to hit the ground digging." -- 
Dominique Browning, author of Around the House and in the Garden and Editor-in-Chief, House Garden"Here it is -- 
the armchair gardening book of the season. This is as delightful a book about gardening as I've read." -- 
BookPageAbout the AuthorAttorney, author, avid gardener, Arthur T. Vanderbilt II practices law in New Jersey and is 
the author of many works of nonfiction, including Fortune's Children, Golden Days, and The Making of a Bestseller. 
He lives in northern New Jersey. 


