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Tovah Martin, Richard W. Brown : Garden Whimsy  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Garden Whimsy: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Tovah MartinBy Lothluvienexcellent book. as all of hers are.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy NY readerInteresting take on gardens. I find it to be a 
keeper.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Garden WhimsyBy SJSI Love this book! It has exactly the 
ideas I needed to help me plan my garden redo, used but in excellent condition

If it sometimes seems that gardening is all work and no play, here's the book that will turn that canard on its head. 
Garden Whimsy is an entertaining look at the lighter side of gardening -- a refreshing change from how-to books on 
composting and double-digging. When author Tovah Martin lectures, her talk on garden whimsy is the one her 
audiences like best. This book brings her marvelous stories, illustrated by Richard Brown's stunning photographs, to 
the wider audience that has come to appreciate this talented team. So what is whimsy, botanically speaking? It may be 
as subtle as an inscription on a sundial or as noticeable as a child-size lighthouse. Birdhouses and scarecrows are 
favorite subjects, and so are topiary animals, capricious gates, and fences topped with the gardener's collection of 
blackbirds, kitchen utensils, or gardening gloves. It is eccentric, askew -- in short, whatever strikes a witty gardener's 
fancy. Best of all, it will inspire the reader to go and do likewise.
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.com There is no question that gardening inspires creativity and playfulness. A full measure of both is captured in this 
book on garden accessories. Giant bronze frogs standing erect and playing the sax and cello, sunflowers sporting hats, 
fence posts sprouting gloves, and a bench with undulating serpent arms are just a few of the compelling images 
captured in the many color photographs. Gardeners tend to be eccentrics, and it looks as if the gardeners in this book 
have fully indulged their visions, making the very best kinds of personal gardens. While many of the ideas are large 
and expensive, such as Italian stone follies carved into huge mask faces topped with bridges, or gazing balls eight feet 
in diameter, many more are simple and easy to emulate. Many of the lightest touches are created with paint or found 
objects--trellises woven of twigs, fences built of old shovels and rakes, a shed roof painted cobalt blue, or a scarecrow 
dressed up in bohemian duds including shawl and beret. What makes all these delightful ideas work is that they are 
buried amid flower borders or set onto pedestals on smooth expanses of emerald lawn--what better backdrop could any 
flight of whimsy ask for than a beautiful garden? --Valerie EastonFrom Publishers WeeklyMartin and Brown (Tasha 
Tudor's Garden) take a walk on the lighter side of horticulture. Postulating that "gardeners suffer from a tendency to 
take themselves too seriously," the pair drop in on 10 practitioners of the craft who have learned to cut loose a little. 
Clearly inspired by their subjects (quirky green thumbs who leaven their compost with irreverent wit and creative 
flair), the authors chronicle found art and impertinent plant pairings. Whether visiting a plot presided over by a prom 
queen scarecrow (a classic Grecian nude attired in a flaming pink strapless evening gown), debating the exact hue of a 
1955 Chevy pickup that has inadvertently become a garden feature (Martin describes it as "cantaloupe," the owner 
counters with "Velveeta") or coaxing confessions from wags such as the one whose yard sports a short-necked topiary 
giraffe ("I got tired halfway up"), Martin's text is hilarious and filled with lively anecdotes. Brown's lush photographs, 
meanwhile, capture the outdoor audacity in all its glory. They will have even the most staid gardeners looking for 
ways to spice up the landscape. (Nov.) Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library 
JournalGardeners who have spent the summer battling the heat, the droughts, and the ever-encroaching weeds will find 
pleasure in this book. Martin (Tasha Tudor's Garden) and Brown combine their skills here to present a lighthearted 
look at some eccentric but always charming people who take a slightly different approach to their gardens. Ten New 
England gardeners are profiled, including a couple whose garden is filled with humorous signs and mirrors that play 
tricks on visitors, a man whose obsession with sunflowers takes on a macabre tone, and a Connecticut woman whose 
riotous color schemes must be confined to the back lest she offend her subdued neighbors. Interspersed are brief 
passages that profile elements of the whimsical garden, such as topiaries, statues, and birdhouses. Every chapter is a 
delight, and the accompanying photographs are wonderful. Recommended for public libraries.APhillip Oliver, Univ. 
of North Alabama Lib., Florence Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


