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Sylvia Crowe : Garden Design  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Garden Design: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy James R. GoldenA classic I'd never read. Full of 
wisdom.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerGreat book3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. THIS ONE IS FOR THE HARD-CORE GARDENER.By D. BlankenshipThis volume was 
first published in England in 1958 with the American Edition published in 1959. This book is unlike the contemporary 
garden design books by the same author. First, the book consists primarily of text, well written text, I grant you, but 
text never-the-less. The pictures are in black and white so if you are looking for a "coffee table book," you need to 
search further. The author dose give us a wonderful history of European gardens, their concept, design, and present 
format. The black and white photos are quite good and are supplemented by wonderful line drawings and design 
patterns by Carol Moller, who is, by the way, quite good. For those interested in old, classical gardens from around the 
world you will find this a must have book for your collection. The text is clear and concise and quite readable. The 
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book is broken down into parts. Part One is History. Part Two are Principles of Design. Part Three are Materials of 
Design. Part Four addresses Specialised Gardens. Then we have short chapters on wild gardents, rock gardens, factory 
gardens and school gardens. This is a very scholarly book and is quite useful for those who are interested in the history 
of gardening. I highly recommend this one.

The 3rd edition of this book has been revised and updated by one of the pioneers in the field of landscape design. The 
book examines principles of design in famous gardens in Spain, Italy, France and England. Dame Sylvia Crowe, a 
pioneer in the field of landscape design, has written a book that encompasses both a history of design in gardens and a 
study of the need for these principles to be applied to the contemporary landscape. She takes the reader through the 
recurring manifestations of the principles of design in such famous gardens as the Alhambra in Spain, the Villa Lante 
in Italy, Vaux-le-Vicomte in France and Stowe in England and on to the works of Roberto Burle Marx, Lawrence 
Halprin and Sven Hermelin. While this book is aimed at all landscape architects and planners, it should also be 
enjoyed by anyone interested in garden design.


