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Patricia Babcock : From Old Sprouts to New Buds. Part 1. Gardening in the Cabbage Patch with Children 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised From Old Sprouts to 
New Buds. Part 1. Gardening in the Cabbage Patch with Children: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. From Old SproutsBy Stuart WatkinsPatricia Babcock knows from 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1456330071


where she writes. Her Alaska pioneer family background makes this book even more interesting to read. We went to 
school together at the University of Alaska Fairbanks and the farms around Fairbanks produced some excellent foods 
and flowers in the summertime. A very good read.

It is with a true love of gardening I will share some gardening knowledge collected twenty five years ago from pioneer 
gardeners and the University of Alaska's Cooperative Extension Master Gardeners with you. The companion book 
From Old Sprouts to New Buds. Part 2. Mushroom Hunting with Children in Fairbanks, Alaska comes from a lifelong 
interest in mushrooms. Now that I have two grandchildren, Sierra and Jack, I thought it would be fun to include 
gardening and mushrooming with children in the two books. I hope to inspire the young gardeners and the older 
gardeners of our great state of Alaska. We should try to pass down the love of gardening and mushrooming to the 
generations that follow us.

About the AuthorPat comes an Alaska pioneer family. Her Grandfather Robert Geis was at St. Michael in 1897 and 
Circle City in 1898 during the gold rush. Her great-grandfather Joseph Dahl was at Skagway and Circle City in 1898. 
He died on the S.S. Islander that was returning with gold miners to Seattle in 1901. It hit an iceberg and sank. Minnie, 
his eldest daughter, came to Circle City to settle her father's estate. While there she met and married Robert Geis, who 
was in the saloon and hotel business. They came into Fairbanks in June 1903 and set up the first bar in the new town. 
Their daughter, Dorothy was born in Fairbanks and married Ray Wrede in 1939. Pat was born in Seattle, Washington 
in 1941, coming to Fairbanks at the age of 1.5 years. She graduated from the University of Alaska in Fairbanks in 
1964 with a Bachelor of Arts in zoology and minors in art and anthropology. Pat is a life member of the Pioneers of 
Alaska Igloo No. 8 and will serve as president in 2011. She is past-President of the Fairbanks Branch of the American 
Association of University Women; past Board of Director for the Girl Scouts; presently on the Board of Directors of 
the National Garden Clubs and the Alaska Humanities Forum and is a member of P.E.O. While her children were 
growing up, she was on the Fairbanks Ski Patrol and served as Ski Patrol Leader for a season. She has been employed 
at the University of Alaska Fairbanks as a Laboratory Technician, Technical Secretary/Desktop Publisher and as an 
Administrative Assistant in personnel/payroll for the Arctic Region Supercomputing Center until her retirement in 
2003. Showing her love of the family tradition of gold mining in the Circle District, she received a Professional 
Prospector certification from the University of Alaska?s Mining Extension. As an artist in the mediums of watercolors 
and oil, she has done posters for the Fairbanks Summer Arts Festival and the Fairbanks Counseling and Adoption. She 
has taught drawing and painting flowers for the University of Alaska's Bristol Bay campus. She wrote "Gardening in 
the Cabbage Patch" in Fairbanks, Alaska, a gardening column for the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner and co- authored 
with Diane Shaw, a cultural, historical and geographical cookbook called "Cooking in Alaska: the Land of the 
Midnight Sun." She has a website: http://www.ptialaska.net/~pbabcock/patch/ She has two children Karen and Martin 
plus two grandchildren, Sierra and Jack. 


