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Rolf C. Wirtz : Florence (Art Architecture)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Florence (Art Architecture): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Just as good as the others in this "series"...By LynelleFor 
art/architecture lovers who don't travel much this is a great help and very informative. I have the other books 
(Tuscany, Rome, Venice, Paris and Vienna) and they all are well researched and have juicy little "cameo" articles 
contributed by other writers about specific areas or people connected to the titled region. Dante? Machiavelli? The 
French Academy? Jewish Ghetto? I learned a lot from these chunky little books and recommend them highly. There 
are a couple others I have yet to buy, but I know they will be as rewarding as the ones I own now.11 of 12 people 
found the following review helpful. Good overviewBy D. TobinThis is a wonderful little volume for an overview. The 
text doesn't provide enough detail for a school project or art history buffs, but it is a great review. The book is too 
heavy to use as a tour book, but I bought it after our trip to Florence as a wonderful little reminder of a fascinating city. 
The overall size is also too small for a coffee table book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A terrific 
bargain.By uncle karlExcellently illustrated. A terrific bargain.
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Each volume of the ART ARCHITECTURE series is opulently illustrated. The highly readable texts give you 
concentrated information on accessing well and lesser known sites in the world of art. An image of every piece of art 
that is described is included, allowing readers to easily recognize the original on site. Insets on cultural-historical 
topics and illustrated glossaries, summaries, and timelines supplement the body text - leaving a deeper, more lasting 
impression of the material that is covered. Convenient compact format makes these books particularly handy to take 
along as a guide while viewing the great works featured within.

"With over 500 gorgeous illustrations, many full page or even spread over two pages, this large book will mesmerize 
the eye of the viewer no matter where he or she opens the book"Book : Florence: Art and Architecture by Prof. 
Antonio Paolucci, et al.Along with Rome and Venice, Florence is one of the three major cities of Italian art. Art lovers 
who visit the city fall under its spell for life. If you are not able to travel to Florence, however, Florence: Art and 
Architecture is the next best thing, and has the advantage that you can keep it and look at the beautiful art and 
architecture indefinitely.Beginning in the Middle Ages and continuing through The Renaissance and Baroque eras and 
beyond, expert art historians and directors of important museums such as The Academia and Palazzo Pizzi explain in 
clear, engaging text the history of Florence and its art.As the home of the Medici and works by Leonardo da Vinci, 
Raphael, Botticelli, Donatello, and Caravaggio, Florence witnessed major discoveries in techniques for art, 
architecture and sculpture that changed the art world forever. Beautiful buildings such as the churches of Santa Maria 
Novella and Santa Croce and the Cathedral and The Baptistry still stand as witness to the glories of the past, along 
with Michaelangelo's David and many other of the world's most famous statues and paintings.With over 500 gorgeous 
illustrations, many full page or even spread over two pages, this large book will mesmerize the eye of the viewer no 
matter where he or she opens the book. Start at the beginning or visit favorites over and over again. There is no end to 
the delight of viewing these magnificent works even after all the text has been read.Of course, Florence also covers 
some of the lesser acknowledged areas of Florentine art, such as the craft of the goldsmiths and stone cutters and even 
medieval miniature painting.This volume would make a wonderful gift for someone special, if you can bring yourself 
to let it leave your possession. I know I'm keeping my copy for myself, safe on my coffee table whenever I want an 
escape into beauty and art. ed By Rhetta Akamatsu, Seattle Post-Intelligencer coverage 


