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Peter Eisenman, Michael Graves, Charles Gwathmey, John Hejduk, Richard Meier : Five Architects: 
Eisenman, Graves, Gwathmey, Hejduk, Meier  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Five Architects: Eisenman, Graves, Gwathmey, Hejduk, Meier: 

10 of 13 people found the following review helpful. A "modern" classic (if that's not an oxymoron)By Joel 
DabrowskiThe best reason to get this book is not for the drawings or houses, but for the introduction. This intro is one 
of the late Colin Rowe's best writings, and clarifies the *difference* between the works presented inside and the 
works' inspiration from 1930's Modernism, and all the cultural/historical baggage that goes with it. Rowe's writing 
concerns itself less with form and visual/formal parrallels, which goes somewhat against the stereotypes of Rowe's 
clique of "Fingerlake Formalists" and presents Rowe as a more astute socio-political analyst than you might otherwise 
assume.Buy it for the essay. Take the rest with a grain of salt.6 of 8 people found the following review helpful. All the 
info with no waffleBy A CustomerThis is one of the best books of its kind, showing why these men went on to be of 
the best in their field. It is worth buying simply for Meier's Smith house and Gwathmey's Residence and Studeo (1966) 
alone. These along with Eisenman's theories for both house 1 + 2, though rather OTT in real terms, is insightfull none 
the less, as well as an indepth review from the ever critical eye of K. Frampton, make this one of my most prized 
possetions.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Only 2 of 5 are around...pityBy Daniel Candia A. de 
OliveiraNot as in good shape as was told; too expensive for the content but good enough;
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Five Architects, originally published in 1975, grew out of a meeting of the CASE group (Conference of Architects for 
the Study of the Environment) held at the Museum of Modern Art in 1969. The purpose of this gathering was to 
exhibit and criticize the work of five architects--Eisenman, Graves, Gwathmey, Hejduk, and Meier--who constituted a 
New York school, and who are now among the most influential architects working today. The buildings shown here 
have more diversity than one might expect from a school, but share certain properties of form, scale, and treatment of 
material. Collectively, their work makes a modest claim: it is only architecture, not the salvation of man and the 
redemption of the earth. No matter how varied their individual theories and visions, all five architects simply share a 
passion for the art of architecture. Providing complete drawings and photographic documentation, this collection also 
includes a comparative critique by Kenneth Frampton, an Introduction by Colin Rowe that suggests a still broader 
context for the work as a whole, and two short texts in which individual positions are outlined. Now back in print, Five 
Architects serves as a reference to the early work of some of America's most important architects and provides us with 
a glimpse back at the direction of architecture as they saw it twenty years ago.
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