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Cz Guest : First Garden: An Illustrated Garden Primer  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised First Garden: An Illustrated Garden Primer: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Lovely BookBy TerriBethPoetic book in handwritten font. Sort of a 
memoir.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A gem of a bookBy H. BellThis book has inspired me to try 
gardening where no other books ever have. CZ makes things sound simple and easy. She describes how to lay out your 
first garden and how to plant the rows, etc. I never thought anything sounded too difficult - she makes it fun. Other 
gardening books are too full of information and complicated Latin names, just overwhelming. This is the only book I'll 
ever use now.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A frequent go to book.By John RoscioDrawings are 
wonderful.Intro by Capote, charming.the content very worthwhile and informative. I like the fact that it covered both 
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indoor and outdoor plantswith composition ideas, as well.

Gardening wisdom blossoms from the pages of this delightful and instructive how-to book for the beginning gardener, 
a perfect gift for homeowners. First Garden was written by renowned columnist, socialite, and lifelong gardener C.Z. 
Guest in 1975 to provide advice and information to those who would like to develop green thumbs of their own. In her 
clear, straightforward manner, C.Z. walks the reader through the process of starting a garden, from sowing seeds and 
planting bulbs to landscaping with shrubs and trees to enjoying flowers inside and out-all with an eye to keeping it 
simple. Additional information is provided in the form of charts on pruning trees and roses, yearly planting schedules, 
winter protection methods, and bulb depth, all accompanied by Cecil Beaton's delightful and copious illustrations.In 
1975, C.Z. Guest, an accomplished sportswoman, was injured in a riding accident. While she lay recovering, friends 
called constantly to ask her advice on tending gardens. C.Z. decided to write a clear and concise gardening primer that 
would enable any beginner to know the satisfaction of working in the garden. First Garden has long been out of print. 
Demand from the collector's market for her timeless text and Beaton's classic illustrations prompted C.Z. to suggest 
republishing her book, and the result is this lovingly produced tribute to the joys of nature that will show anyone how 
to create a first garden. C.Z. has provided a new introduction to the book. The charmingly packaged facsimile is the 
perfect housewarming gift and a perennially popular present.

About the AuthorC.Z. Guest was the author of three books, three garden planners, and the newspaper column Garden 
Talk, which appeared weekly in the New York Post. Her own line of products includes C.Z. Grow organic fertilizer, 
insect repellant, tools, scented candles, and soap, and is currently available at Bergdorf-Goodman and Neiman-
Marcus. 


