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William N. Valavanis: Fine Bonsai: Art Nature before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Fine Bonsai: Art Nature:

16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. Excellent photos, and a tribute to breathtaking bonsai from Japan
and the USABY goyolThis book is a tremendous tribute to both the art of photography and bonsai art. Being
somewhat familiar with both these art forms, and having previously seen some of the bonsai in the past (through
photos and in real life), | must say that the chiaroscuro effects in the photography reveal aspects of the various bonsai
to their great advantage. The bonsai have been selected from Japan and the USA, and some of the trees are really
famous specimens that bonsai lovers would be familiar with, except that they would probably not have seen it in this
light before! And some of the pages of photos are lift-outs, allowing the viewer to extend the page and enjoy the
specimen trees. The book is good also for the fact that it gives ample information (size, age, origin of pot and a bit of a
write up to each tree) at the back of the book, plus a bonus sample of antique chinese bonsai pots. Thereis also some


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0789211122

information on the location of the nurseries/collections from where the trees have been photographed. And avery good
introduction to the history of bonsai iswritten by Mr. Vaavanis. Both Singer and Vaavanis need no introductionsin
their respective professions, but if anyone out there who wants an introduction to the talents of these two consumate
professionals, as well as an introduction to both bonsai and photography, thisis an indispensable book at a very
affordable price for its quality. Buy without hesitation, and breathe in the beauty of bonsai through breath-taking
photography. Y ou won't regret it.9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Fine Bonsai:Art PrintBy
doloresBecause of AmaZon.com, | was able to purchase this AMAZING book of JONATHAN SINGER'srare
worldwide Bonsai that have never been photographed before and Jonathan Singer's photography book Botanica
Magnifica, . These are the most incredible photographs | have ever seen. In the last 10 years there have been such new
developmentsin photograpy, these photographs are the result. please give yourself the pleasure of wonder and beauty.
GO on line and check them out. | was amazed at the Fast delivery, Fine Bonsai was released for publication two days
after | ordered. Arrival in perfect shape....dolores, phila.,pa.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.

photography is at the highest level. The bonsai themselves are ajustified artform. No one has ever captured their
beauty like this book. Buy it and be amazed.

In this luxurious cloth-bound hardcover with glossy slipcase, renowned botanical photographer Jonathan Singer
presents his breathtaking images of the world's most notable bonsai. In Fine Bonsai: Art Nature, the finest extant
achievementsin the art of bonsai are seen together for the first time, through the lens of renowned botanical
photographer Jonathan Singer. This magnificent volume is the result of an extensive photographic campaign, in the
course of which Singer was granted unprecedented access to the most respected public and private collections in Japan
and the United States, including the mecca of bonsai, the Omiya Bonsai Village of Saitama, Japan, where photography
isnormally prohibited. Three hundred stunning full-page images and four lavish gatefolds present bonsai of al types,
from quiet representations of nature to bold scul ptural forms. The horticultural and aesthetic characteristics of each
bonsai are concisely and authoritatively described in the narrative captions by William Valavanis, head of the
International Bonsai Arboretum in Rochester, New Y ork. And because the container is considered an integral part of
any bonsaiindeed, the literal meaning of bonsai is tray plantthe book also includes some twenty-five photographs of
traditional bonsai containers, with descriptions. A further sequence of twenty-five photographsis devoted to the
related art of suiseki, or miniature stone landscapes displayed in the same manner, and often alongside,bonsai. With
his groundbreaking first book, Botanica Magnifica, Jonathan Singer established a new style of botanical photography,
characterized by an exceptional clarity of detail and richness of color, aswell as a painterly chiaroscuro. These
qualities are just as evident in the present volume; Singer photographs each bonsai with an artistsone might even say a
portraitistseye. Whereas most books on bonsai aim to instruct readers on techniques of care and cultivation, Singers
book takes the reader on avisual journey. Hisimages encompass many different species, from azaleato red maple, as
well as avariety of blossoms and fruits. Alluring and serene, Singer's photographs make the experience of leafing
through Bonsai not unlike entering areal Japanese garden. Fine Bonsai: Art Nature not only documents the
masterpieces of an ancient horticultural art, but isamasterpieceinitself. A portion of the proceeds of this book will
benefit the Japanese Red Cross.

Praise for Fine Bonsai: "With his last book, Jonathan Singer established himself as the Audubon of flowers. Well, one
of the most brilliant nature photographers of our generation has done it again. For this amazing volume Singer was
granted unprecedented access to some of the world's best bonsai specimens. His portraits capture these botanical
masterpiecesin al their glory and mystique. Behold the Audubon of Bonsai!" David Seideman, Editor-in-Chief,
Audubon Magazine "This is a dazzling book by one of the world's most gifted photographers.” Milton Esterow,
Publisher, ARTnews "This delicate bal ance between nature and art is even more beguiling when considered through
Singer's exquisite photographs." ARTnews "Under the eye of renowned photographer Jonathan M. Singer the curious
shapes and slightly disorienting scales have found a new context in which to be appreciated.” Publisher's Weekly
"Retired podiatrist Jonathan Singer has worked magic in [Fine] Bonsai: Art and Nature, an elegant album featuring
hundreds of full-page images of the miniature potted trees that represent a horticultural art form dating back 2,000
years." Audubon Magazine "Dr. Singer combined hisinterest in botany and horticulture with his technical and
aesthetic expertise to produce stunning photographs of some of the most extraordinary bonsai in the world. Printed by
a chromogenic process, the images take on a three-dimensional appearance that accentuates both their beauty and their
usefulness as documentation of this specialized subject.” Smithsonian Institution Libraries "What a bonsal gallery
book should strive to beexceeds my lofty expectationsa book for anyonel would buy this book in a heartbeat." of
Bonsal Magazine "These are not your traditional images of bonsai Each tree depicted has its unique character, and the
artist has focused on the most beautiful, powerful, evocative or sculptural element in each." Golden Statements,
magazine of the Golden State Bonsai Federation "A book of this caliber should do three things: provide aesthetic
beauty, educate the viewer, and spark enthusiasmnew or renewedfor bonsai. Fine Bonsai accomplishes all three."



International Bonsai "When | sit down at my desk in Copenhagen and look up, the first and most beautiful thing | see
is a spectacular Jonathan Singer photograph of flowers hanging on my wall. It gives me calm when | need a moment to
refocus. Having lived in Japan for eighteen years, | had many occasions to enjoy and contemplate the mystery of
bonsai, and still do. Jonathan Singer's photographs help unveil that mystery, and provide all of us with the chance to
see and contemplate on this ancient art form at any time. Victor Hasselblad founded the company because of his great
love for nature photography. If he could see this book, he would be so proud that one of his Hasselblad cameras was
the partner of Jonathan Singer to help create such beautiful images." Dr. Larry Hansen, Chairman CEO, Hasselblad



