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Nicki von der Heyde : Field Guide to the Battlefields of South Africa before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Field Guide to the Battlefields of South Africa:

0 of O people found the following review helpful. My son thought this very useful for his tour of south AfricaBy
Robert Beattiel bought this book for my son who is going on atour of south Africa. He reported to me that it was very
useful and that he read it as he went to the various battlefields. He's amilitary history buff and knows something of the
battles down there, yet he found this book are useful addition.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An
easy to read yet detailed account of the Great Battlesin Southern AfricaBy James Rodney WeidemannThisisa
wonderful easy read explaining the many different battles across South Africafrom the 2 Boer Wars ,as well asthe


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1431701009

Zulu wars.| particularly liked the guidelines on how to get there ,where to stay etc.0 of O people found the following
review helpful. A brilliant guide for persons interested in exploring the founding of ...By Francis CouttsA brilliant
guide for personsinterested in exploring the founding of South Africa aswe know it today ! Give one an insight into
the sacrifices made to build our nation !

There are two major types of battlefield terrain in South Africa: first the open plains and savannah lands of the
Highveld, aland where cavalry rules supreme. The second type is the thornbush of the Eastern Cape, a setting more
suited to skirmishing rather than set-piece battles. Then, in KwaZulu-Natal, the two terrains merge to create the
countrys most dramatic battlefield landscape and one of the largest military graveyards in the world where the fates of
colonies, republics and kingdoms were decided. For more than two centuries, from the late 1700s to the early 1900s,
conflict, in one form or another, swept across this countryside; its combatants as diverse, hardy and tenacious as the
land and its resources that almost always was at the root of hostilities. In this groundbreaking book, author and
specialist battlefields guide, Nicki von der Heyde, presents over 70 battles and skirmishes covering five wars that
shaped the course of South African history from the Frontier Wars that started in 1779 to the Second-Anglo Boer War
of 18991902, a hitter and costly confrontation triggered by the discovery of the worlds richest gold fields on the
Witwatersrand. Detailed accounts of the engagements, based on extensive research, are provided, with special
attention given to the terrain, key phases and outcomes, and the combatants involved. Battle timelines succinctly set
out the passage of each campaign, while international timelines catal ogue concurrent events around the world. More
than 400 original documentary and contemporary photographs and over 60 short features have been assembled to
provide arich, enthralling and haunting account of these momentous events. Detailed historical maps that include
annotations have been created for 16 high-profile engagements, while 10 regional maps indicate the locations of the
battle sites. Arranged in regional order, with concise directions to each battle site and GPS coordinates for main
locations, the Field Guide to South Africas Battlefieldsis not only indispensable for professional and amateur military
historians, but is of great interest to general readers, too if only as areminder of the devastating human cost of war and
the value of exploring the past to make sense of the present. It is beautifully illustrated with historical and
contemporary photographs and detailed battle and regional maps.

Appealing to general readers with an interest in South African history, this guide to important historical battlefields,
provides both background contextual information as well as detailed military analysis of key confrontations from all of
the nation's magjor conflicts. Covering engagementsin the Anglo-Zulu wars, the First and Second Boer Wars, various
colonial conflicts, and fighting between V oortrekker and indigenous peoples, each chapter in the volume includes
detailed location information and directions, biographies of important participants, full color photographs, maps, battle
narratives and analysis. Entries are arranged by region to facilitate the use of thistext as atravel guidebook. The
author is a battlefield tour company operator.About the AuthorNICKI VON DER HEY DE is a South African of
British extraction who grew up in the province of KwaZulu-Natal. She read History and English at the University of
Cape Town and has worked as a specialist battlefields tour operator for amost two decades. Sheis a Fellow of the
Royal Geographical Society and an honorary life member of the Anglo-Zulu War Historical Society. Her company,
Campaign Trails, is athree times winner of the coveted KZN Tour Operator of the Y ear award.



