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Chicago Tribune : Elegant Small Homes of the Twenties: 99 Designs from a Competition (Dover Architecture) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Elegant Small Homes 
of the Twenties: 99 Designs from a Competition (Dover Architecture): 

16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful view into architectural historyBy Rick MagleyElegant 
Small Homes of the Twenties features 99 home designs from a contest in the 1920s. It provides insights into trends 
and innovations of the period as well as thought provoking design ideas. The homes are beautiful and picturesque, but 
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have limited baths and very small bedrooms and kitchens by todays standards. I've enjoyed exploring color 
specifications and materials lists also provided on many of the plans. Apple green seems to have been a favorite 
color.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Elegant indeed.By Eric RogersAn excellent slim edition with 
quality home plans. The only issue is the drawings are very busy and can be hard to read.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. GREAT Resource!By David E. ExlineExcellent resource for any architect hoping to capture 
the nostalgia of 1920s residential design!

In 1927, the Chicago Tribune sponsored a competition for "trained men of talent, incorporating into the small home 
ideas of real worth, types of rare charm, and the best possible plans for comfort and convenience." This collection 
spotlights the challenges top results, presenting the nineteen prize-winning designs for five- and six-room houses, plus 
eighty additional sets of the best architectural plans. A new introduction by Daniel D. Reiff, Ph.D., adds interesting 
detail about the competition and the competitors. These fascinating snapshots of American domestic architecture of the 
1920s include glimpses of New England and Southern colonials, Normandy cottages, stately Italianate dwellings, and 
other styles. Each of the designs features a floor plan and exterior views of the house. Architects, architecture buffs, 
and historians will prize these authentic renderings of the leading designs in American architecture of nearly a century 
ago.


