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Stephanie Stokes, Jorge S. Arango : Elegant Rooms That Work: Fantasy and Function in Interior Design 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Elegant Rooms That 
Work: Fantasy and Function in Interior Design: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great info but bad color combosBy BlueLilyThoughtful suggestions 
on storage and layout. Author really has a gift. However, you just have to ignore the color combos and focus on all the 
other great information in the book. For an example of the questionable color uses, the author mentions having made 
chairs look "jazzier with chartreuse and brown striped fabric." Lots of brown and tan rooms. But overall a talented 
designer and enjoyable book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful and talented designer and 
many of her own personal ...By d averittWonderful and talented designer and many of her own personal rooms are 
beautifully photographed in this lovely coffee table book. Happy to have had the opportunity to also see Stephanie 
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Stokes's apartment in person. The high quality and beautifully shot photos do their very best to do justice to her 
timeless design that has a current edge while preserving classic elements that will endure.4 of 5 people found the 
following review helpful. Beautiful Rooms that a Really Do Function PerfectlyBy BetsyThe photos are gorgeous, but 
what makes this book special, is the detailed discussion of why many design decisions were made. It's about making 
rooms multifunctional and building in storage well before making rooms beautiful. But they are beautiful. Of course, 
these are big budget rooms. However, the design principles can certainly be adapted to more middle class decorating. 
Even if your style is different, this is a great resource volume.

Known for her understated elegance, Stephanie Stokes explains how to maintain fantasy and functionality in home 
decor by focusing on the planning of comfortable and multipurpose spaces that include attractive storage. New York-
based interior designer Stephanie Stokes has dealt with demanding spaces in apartments and houses worldwide. With 
consummate skill, she has delivered unparalleled efficiency of space without sacrificing style. This design primer is 
organized by room typefrom living rooms and kitchens to bedrooms and entryways. Her ingenious solutions to the 
challenges of creating a livable environmentfrom clever and attractive storage units to libraries that convert gracefully 
to guest rooms and home officesare inspirational to all homeowners. With exacting precision, she plans every 
anticipated need and can turn the tiniest of spaces into a cornucopia of cabinetry and imaginative storage. Her secrets 
for using every cubic inch while creating atmospheric environments that work are illustrated in this attractive yet 
practical book.

"If you are a fan of elegant, traditional decor, then Stephanie Stokes new decor book Elegant Rooms That Work is one 
you will want to pick up and devour. Organized by room (libraries, dining rooms, bedrooms, small kitchens and 
more), she shares ideas on chic storage and comfortable living - an idea prompted by her clients who continually 
wanted more and more of her expertise." ~thesimplyluxuriouslife.com"With stunning photography and useful tips, 
Stokes' book is a must-have for anyone who thought their home couldn't be both pretty and practical." ~Colorado 
Homes Lifestyles MagazineAbout the AuthorStephanie Stokess work has been lauded in such publications as 
Architectural Digest, Traditional Home, and the New York Times. House Beautiful named her to their list of top 100 
designers. Jorge S. Arango has written for many lifestyle publications and has co-authored books on design. Xavier 
Guerrand-Herms is the honorary vice chairman of Herms of Paris and a major philanthropist. Michel Arnauds 
photography appears in numerous books and leading interiors magazines. 


