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Shirley Johnston, Sherif Sonbol : Egyptian Palaces and Villas: Pashas, Khedives, and Kings  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Egyptian Palaces and Villas: Pashas, 
Khedives, and Kings: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I Dreamed I Went Back To Manderley In EgyptBy Dora BenleyFor 
the purposes of my research project on Gezira Island I had a terrible time finding information at all. I came upon this 
coffee table book with lots of color pictures. It helped me imagine myself in time period when the British occupied the 
country driving on the bridge over the Nile River to the British enclave that was Gezira Island until 1956. It must have 
looked like Little England along the Nile. Ladies would be pushing perambulators. Children might be playing in 
dollhouses behind the exclusive properties. You might be able to see big, white stucco Victorian houses complete with 
turrets, towers, and lots of big windows to let in the sun during the winter months. For the warmer months it might 
have shutters. It could boast a touch of the Italianate or Spanish with red-tiled roofs having only a slight slope. You 
might see big, spacious front porches showcasing Moorish influences. Three arches could support a second-story 
balcony adjacent to a room plastered with floor to ceiling windows. Just let your imagination run wild. Either all these 
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houses ended up like Manderley and were burned or they are secretly occupied by the country's elite today.by Linda 
Cargill, author of Key to Lawrence4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Egyptian palacesBy Nadia 
AzumiI do not know how Ms. Johnston managed to take all this gorgeous pictures and publish a book so outstanding 
considering the fact that some of these villas are not longer opened to the public.There is so much beauty in private 
villas.I remember some of my friend's houses,looked like palaces with gorgeous cherry wood,stairs that could envy 
Gone with the Wind movie.All The wood teak, ebony,Italian tiles and Greek original statues.I strongly suggest 
purchasing this book,as you will see how people lived in this wonderful places.There are much more villas to be 
photographed by I guess it is no longer allowed.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Places rarely seenBy 
Ann TullAlmost all books on Egypt have photographs only of the antiquities. It is rare that the public is allowed to see 
the inside of most of the places included in this book, and it is a privilege to see photographs of them. The narrative is 
well done and very interesting.

Egypt's romantic allure does not end with the age of the pharaohs. This lavishly illustrated book offers an 
unprecedented look inside the opulent estates of the pashas, khedives, and great ladies of 19th-century Egypt, and the 
princes and kings of the early 20th century. Here in all its cosmopolitan splendor is the world of unparalleled 
prosperity that attracted adventurers the world over, from the Belle poque through the Roaring Twenties. The stories 
of the families and architects behind 41 spectacular villas and palaces make this volume as fascinating to read as it is 
to look at. Sumptuously illustrated with 174 original color photographs, Egyptian Palaces and Villas will entrance and 
delight anyone interested in this proud land and its dramatic history.

About the AuthorShirley Johnston is well known as the writer and photographic director of lavishly illustrated books, 
among them works on Palm Beach houses, the French Riviera, and Malta. She lives in France and Egypt.Sherif Sonbol 
has contributed photographs to numerous illustrated books. He lives in Cairo. 


