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Deanna MacDonald : Eco Living Japan: Sustainable Ideasfor Living Green before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Eco Living Japan: Sustainable Ideas for Living Green:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Ozi-KiwiVery impressed excellent book, designs and
photos2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A book aswell constructed as the stunning houses it
describesBy Christine FowlerWhat a beautiful and informative book! It's adelight to dip in and out of, but reading
from cover to cover givesreal insight into both the traditions of Japanese architecture and the principles of eco living.
The floor plans and cross-sections for each of the crisply described houses allow the reader to see the exquisitely
photographed rooms and features as parts of awhole. The end-of-chapter pages on key terms such as engawa and
passive qualities then explain the ideas that underpin the projects. Four chapters on exemplary Japanese houses are
given relevance to Western readers by the closing chapter which shows their influence on work in Toronto, Norway,
Scotland and Prague.

Eco Living Japan presents contemporary Japanese houses which exemplify the most recent trends in sustainable
design in Japan. Thisiswabi-sabi for the 21st century!Japan is equally as well known for its ecologically-sensitive
traditional homes asit isfor cutting-edge, green technology. With over 250 photos, drawings, plans and lively,
informative text, this sustainable architecture book offers a picture of green living in contemporary Japan and provides
ingpiration and practical ideas for those creating homes in North America and other 4 season climates. Each project
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presents different aspects of Japan's current movement toward a more sustainable living environment aswell asits
focus on fine craftsmanship and cutting-edge technology. The book's content is informative and enjoyable for both
professional architects and forward-thinking homeowners. Anyone with an interest in Japanese design and trendsin
sustainable living will find fresh ideas for their own home projects. These homes work in harmony with their
environments and with the people who inhabit them "green design"” at its best!

"This book is one more step forward towards a holistic understanding of Sustainable Design. Not as a simple matter of
technology, but as a broad civic responsibility: for ecological and economic improvement, for social integration and
cultural adequacy." Jana Revedin, professor of Architecture and Design and Founding President of the LOCUS
Foundation for Sustainable Urban Development'the work visits 19 homes to demonstrate how different architectural
elements can be blended successfully to create sustainable dwellings that exemplify the Japanese concept of mottainai,
loosely trandated as 'waste not, want not." Architectural Digest"Features include an interesting use of light, different
types of wood, asymmetrical designs and balance, and a harmonious mixture of the old and new. Thisis much more
than solar panels on roofs and recycled materials!" HaikuGirl's Japan blog"Accessible and beautiful, Eco Living Japan
presents concepts of Japanese house design specialized for modern ecological sensibilities Expect it to fuel the
growing fandom of home simplicity and efficiency, as well asinterest in Japanese traditional design." Foreword
Magazine" The success of her book would be greatest if, like the last chapter, people reading the book absorbed its ides
of eco living and incorporated them into their own living spaces, wherever they may be." A Daily Dose of
Architecture blog"Eco Living Japan is a beautiful book filled with ideas and reachable goals to build and renovate with
asimple, sustainable focus. Thisis abook to read over and over again and will certainly be a catalyst for many
sustainabl e projects to come. Prepare to be inspired and awed by the simply beautiful, sustainable designs inspired by
Japanese aesthetics." Portland Book "What makes this book so appealing is the simple layout and truly gorgeous
photography. Whether covering bathrooms, bedrooms, or classic Japanese tea houses, the book is alovely coffeetable
book (for those non-design folk out there) or a collection of inspiration for those in the design field." Green Building
Elements blogAbout the AuthorDeanna MacDonald teaches art and architectural history at Temple University's Tokyo
campus and writes extensively about Japan's art, architecture and cultural heritage. Her most recent book was New
Japan Architecture published by Tuttle.



