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Margot Rochester : Down to Earth: Practical Thoughts for Passionate Gardeners  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Down to Earth: Practical Thoughts for Passionate 
Gardeners: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Keeping Garden Passion PracticalBy Susan C. FedorMargot reminds 
us of things we had once known and forgotten along the way and surprises us with things we ought to have known. 
She never loses focus on the moral of her message: "Never work harder than absolutely necessary. Gardening should 
always be a labor of love." Each chapter ends with a dollop of sage advice for living well, seamlessly flowing from the 
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smaller context of the garden. She tells us that gardeners see the world differently, through "a gardener's eye."She does 
not mince words when she knows you need to change your ways: "When a plant is more trouble than it is worth, get 
rid of it. Life is short and replacements plentiful." She frees us with the admonition to ignore the rules and writes that it 
is okay to change our minds, over and over again. She quotes Eleanor Roosevelt, "Learn from the mistakes of others 
because you do not have time to make them all yourself."Things all gardeners need to know:* Shrubs are the new 
perennials.* Consider the power of pots to fill holes in the garden.* A daily garden amble is a powerful gardening 
tool.* Keep a plastic trough of potting mix handy (two-thirds peat and one-third compost).* Not hostas. Pulmonaria 
(deer resist them and slugs detest them).* Gray and silver are as great in the garden as they can be on gardeners' 
heads* Vision of an ideal garden, a personal Eden pp. 47-49 (a great place to start reading if you are ignoring the rules, 
which you should be doing).You can only sort through seed catalogues and sit in front of the computer for so long 
before you find yourself yearning for something more substantial. It is winter, but gardeners are forward thinking 
optimists who have a good friend in Margot Rochester. She has presented us with the perfect anecdote to the 
wintertime blues.You're going to love this book!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Read this for 
gardening affirmation.By Lyn RichardsMargot Rochester is so easy to read. Every gardener will enjoy her folksy style 
and great advice. This is my second copy. I keep mine on my porch where I always have it to read, and my first one 
got too wet.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great Gardening BookBy B. BrownI knew Margot 
personally and her personality reflects in her book. She not only gives great gardening information, she does it in a 
well written way. This is a must have for anyone who is interested in gardening. It would be an excellent gift for the 
novice as well as the experienced gardener.

Down to Earth is about gardening for pleasure: exerting minimal effort for maximum results. So many gardening 
books make America's favorite hobby seem both mentally and physically laborious. They are full of esoteric advice on 
color theory, plant combinations, and nutrient requirements, as well as stern admonitions to double-dig, weed, and 
color coordinate. Rochester encourages readers to garden for self-gratification. No hoeing, no tilling, no turning of 
piles. No chemical insecticides or herbicides, either. The author's goal is to encourage and enable gardeners to simplify 
tasks, saving time and money, while making their gardens their own. Addressing soil preparation, plant selection, 
propagating, seed starting, mulching, on-the-spot composting and so much more, Down to Earth is an entertainingly 
wry book of gardening throughout the seasons.

Reading this book, a chapter at a time over a cup of morning coffee, is like having a chat with Margot. 
(Sandlapper)This book is full of plant descriptions, but more than that, a life of lessons learned by trial and error, and 
not just in the garden. (CIRCA Magazine)Both a manual and a celebration of gardening, this collection of short 
columns will inspire even the most intimidated of beginner gardeners. (Sierra Club)I originally checked this book out 
of from the library. I fell in love with it and bought my own copy. (Zanthan Gardens Blog)From the Inside FlapDown 
to Earth is about gardening for pleasure: exerting minimal effort for maximum results. So many gardening books make 
America's favorite hobby seem both mentally and physically laborious. They are full of esoteric advice on color 
theory, plant combinations, and nutrient requirements, as well as stern admonitions to double-dig, weed, and color 
coordinate. Margot Rochester encourages readers to garden for self-gratification. No hoeing, no tilling, no turning of 
piles. No chemical insecticides or herbicides, either. The author's goal is to encourage and enable gardeners to simplify 
tasks, saving time and money, while making their gardens their own. Addressing soil preparation, plant selection, 
propagating, seed starting, mulching, on-the-spot composting, and so much more, Down to Earth is an entertainingly 
wry book of gardening throughout the seasons.From the Back CoverPraise for Margot Rochester's Earthly Delights 
"Gardeners on the lookout for a straight-talking mentor should profit from Rochester's journal and its refreshingly 
practical musings. No plant snobbery here but rather a self-described leisurely gardener who revels in finding shortcuts 
to digging and cultivating her plot of land. Rochester's attitude invites the reader to take a break, pour a cup of tea, and 
forge a fine and friendly relationship with a kindred spirit."--Alice Joyce, Booklist "[S]imple, timesaving insights on 
how to cultivate a natural refuge in any growing zone without backbreaking work or worry. Rochester is a master 
gardener and her sound horticultural advice is presented in a light, humorous tone that makes this book a relaxing 
refuge in its own right."--Publishers Weekly "Rochester's writing is conversational and witty; gardeners will smile at 
her musings on topics. Most essential, however, are her reflections on the plants she loves."--Library Journal "Helps 
broaden our understanding of the rhythm of the gardening year."--National Gardening Association "A delightful, 
information-packed romp down the garden path."--Carolina Gardener "While this garden maven says she takes the 
lazy person's route to cultivating, readers quickly will understand there's no lack of passion here. Rochester's gardens 
have sprouted from one funny, feisty, and free-spirited seed."--The Coast 


