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James Jiler : Doing Time in the Garden: Life Lessons through Prison Horticulture  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Doing Time in the Garden: Life Lessons through 
Prison Horticulture: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Doing Time in the GardenBy brk2384I was required to purchase this 
book for a college course I am taking. Typically college books are dry and I dread having to read them, however, this 
book was wonderful! I enjoyed how the author integrates his personal stories in with factual and statistical 
information, making the learning process more entertaining. It allowed me a good look into what these types of 
programs offer to inmates and showed me how valuable they are for better quality of life on the inside, and better re-
entry to the community. These programs are so very important and we need to fight for better funding to have them in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0976605422


every prison!3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great book with great ideasBy StephanieThis book 
makes you want to get out and start some sort of community service project like this! It's a great idea with some 
potentially great outcomes.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. The way we ought to do it.By CustomerI 
think the message is the important thing. And that is why I bought this book. However, it was also well written and 
laid out. I would recommend this book to anyone contemplating this project in their area. And the author made me feel 
it is a very achievable project anywhere.

This is the first comprehensive guide to in-prison and post-release horticultural training programs. James Jiler 
combines an engaging personal account of running a highly successful horticultural vocation program at the largest jail 
complex in the United States with a practical guide to starting and managing prison and re-entry gardening 
programs.James Jiler directs the Greenhouse Project for male and female inmates at New York Citys Rikers Island jail 
system. He also directs the GreenTeam of ex-offenders, who work on landscape-related projects throughout New York 
State. Jilers humor and heartfelt stories about prison community and clear explanations of what works broaden this 
books appeal to social activists, educators, and those involved with at-risk populations and community gardens.

s"It's the first comprehensive guide to creating in-prison and post-release horticultural training programs... Those 
working in art corrections or arts criminal justice may find Jiler's approach useful in their prison work."-The 
Community Arts Network"Jiler's humor and heartfelt stories about prison community and clear explanations of what 
works broaden this books appeal to all social activists, especially those involved with at-risk populations."-Michael 
Levenston, City Farmer News 


