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Alvin Sellens : Dictionary of American Hand Tools: A Pictorial Synopsis (Schiffer Book for Collectors)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dictionary of American Hand 
Tools: A Pictorial Synopsis (Schiffer Book for Collectors): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not just a history of toolsBy woodswolf1Ah tools! What's not to 
love about a book that shows pictures and drawings of old tools!??? Each tool has a description about it. It cross 
references the tools. I have really enjoyed browsing it. I had no idea there were so many different types of anvils! It 
also breaks the tools down by occupation. Do you want to know the tools that a wagon maker used? How about the 
tools that a cobbler used to make shoes back in the day? I am having a ball with this book!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Great info, heavy bookBy Buffalo BrianThe information provided is very good. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0764315927


Unfortunately, the pictures, many of them, look like photocopies of photocopies of photocopies. With that said, I love 
that I can look at a picture of what I'm holding and know everything I need to know about it. It's a little heavy, but 
great to keep in your car when you go to auctions or garage sales.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Great book.By M. SouthGreat book to use for identifying old hand tools and great to just thumb through and see the 
many different types.

Here is the greatest assembly of hand tools ever assembled. It is a fascinating chronicle of nearly every tool ever used 
in North America, including ancient tools used by Native Americans; trade tools used to create coaches, pianos, ships, 
and saddles; tools for harvesting farm goods, turpentine, and ice; and tools for fine trades such as bookbinding and 
watch repair. The tools are organized according to profession, from Beekeeper to Wheelwright, and will fascinate 
today's practitioners of these trades and hobbies. This comprehensive volume includes more than 4,500 images from 
catalog illustrations, trade literature, and hand drawings. Descriptions provide dimensions and applications. This is a 
must have for the tool collector and antique dealer, as well as anyone fascinated by the means of production.

About the AuthorAlvin Sellens is a noted authority on handtools, having written extensively on the subject. 


