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Cathy Cromell, Linda A. Guy, Lucy K. Bradley : Desert Gardening for Beginners: How to Grow Vegetables, 
Flowers and Herbs in an Arid Climate  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
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time, and all praised Desert Gardening for Beginners: How to Grow Vegetables, Flowers and Herbs in an Arid 
Climate: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Small, but great on the fundamentalsBy David A. HallI can see why 
people complain about the price of this book. Look carefully - it is 5x8 - pocket book size - and only 100 pages. 
$31.95 is pretty pricey for that size. I got mine used for $8, so I was fine with the price.As a transplant from Iowa to 
Arizona, I found the book extremely helpful in learning the basics of gardening in the desert. It gives the fundamentals 
of soil composition, Arizona heat, water issues, and pests. If you're a transplant like me, get this book. You need it.0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Good font.By Forever NorthI would buy again. Very informative. Good 
font.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. My niece loved it and her garden is amazing the first year 
!!!!By Lucy KarrysmY Niece loved ti

Book by Cathy Cromell, Linda A. Guy, Lucy K. Bradley

From Library JournalThis practical, inexpensive publication contains many of the requirements for successful 
gardening in the desert Southwest. The book's trio of authors, all master gardeners and two with ties to the University 
of Arizona's Maricopa County Cooperative Extension in Phoenix, focus on the essentials. Plain and simply packaged, 
this book does not have gorgeous illustrations or lush photographs, but the information contained within is excellent. 
From choosing a site to ways to improve soil structure, all the basics that gardeners need for this region are covered. 
The authors do offer a few suggestions on selecting plant varieties for the desert as well as an appendix devoted to 
growing calendars for vegetables, fruits, and herbs, but detailed information on individual plant varieties is not 
provided. Gardeners requiring this type of information will be better served by books such as Mary Rose Duffield and 
Warren D. Jones's Plants for Dry Climates: How To Select, Grow, and Enjoy (Fisher, 1998) or Sunset Western Garden 
Book (Sunset, 1995). Recommended for public libraries in the desert Southwest.AJohn Charles, Scottsdale P.L., AZ 
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