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Time-Life Books: Complete Fix-1t-Yourself Manual before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised Complete Fix-1t-Y ourself Manual:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. WOW! GET THIS BOOKBy RANGERMANDETAILED PHOTOS
AND STEPBY STEP INSTRUCTIONS MAKE THISBOOK SO USEFUL IN FIXING IT YOURSELF. | FEEL |
COULD TACKLE ALMOST ANY JOB AROUND THE HOUSE WITH THISBOOK AT MY SIDEO of 0 people
found the following review helpful. GoodBy Robert E. Kinglt isamust have for home owners. | have used it for many
home repairs. So if you own ahomeit is a must have so you can save some money.0 of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy Paul W AbelquistVery nice

The Time-Life Books Complete Fix-It-Y ourself Manual will show you how to handle everything and anything that
might go wrong in or around your home. From attic to basement, from kitchen to bathroom...if something is broken,
leaking, worn out, cracked, warped, or stained, here is a complete system for maintaining, troubleshooting, and fixing
it! lllustrated with hundreds of diagrams, guides, and drawings, all fitted with clear, concise details, Time-Life Books


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0671765418

Complete Fix-It-Y ourself Manual lays everything out for you in logical, easy-to-follow order. * Quick fixesfor every
emergency open the book and give you an immediate way to keep things under control. * Superb exploded diagrams
lift lids and covers, strip away the mystery, and show how things work. See what goes where, what it's called, and how
it all fitstogether. * Comprehensive troubleshooting guides help you pinpoint your problem -- and its solution -- at a
glance. So even when you have to call in an expert, you'll be able to describe the problem accurately. * Dependable
step-by-step drawings lead you smoothly through each repair, showing you just what to do, in the correct order. So
you're sure of perfect resultsthefirst time. * Time and difficulty ratings that let you know exactly what you're getting
into before you start. * Safety precautions alerting you to possible hazards and showing you how to avoid them. * Tips
on tools and techniques. how to choose and use the right tool for the job. * Sound advice on when it's best to throw out
an appliance or call in the services of apro. From fixing a VCR to rewiring alamp, from unclogging drains to
replacing awall outlet, Time-Life Books Complete Fix-It- Y ourself Manual isthe one and only source to turn to when
you need clear, straightforward directions for your home-repair needs. An absolute must for every do-it-your-selfer!

.com Thisis abig, 448-page, comprehensive and detailed guide to hundreds of repairs around the house, with
emergency and safety instructions, repairs to large and small appliances, and instructions on how to fix plumbing,
electrical, and heating and cooling systems. Instructions include tools needed and how to use them. Well-diagrammed
and illustrated, with meticul ous step-by-step instructions, thisis a great addition to any home repair library. Don't
bother trying to borrow my copy. | need it. Get your own.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
KITCHEN BATHROOM PLUMBING YOUR HOME'S PLUMBING Domestic plumbing consists of three basic
systems: supply lines, fixtures and drainpipes. Although it may appear a random puzzle of pipes and fittings, the
system and its various components work in alogical way. The supply system is made up of pipes, fittings and valves
that carry potable water throughout the house. Water enters your property under pressure from areservoir, municipal
water system or, in rural areas, from the pump-and-tank system of a private well. Typicaly, the water passes through a
curb valve near the street (owned by the water utility), awater meter and the main shutoff valve. The meter is usually
on the street side of the house, and the pipe enters a basement, crawlspace or, if your houseis built on aslab, a utility
center. Water pressure in the supply lines ranges from 35 to 100 pounds per square inch; the ideal pressure is 40-50
psi. Lower pressure may cause insufficient flow at fixtures; higher pressure may encourage water hammer or burst
pipes. From the cold water main, one supply pipe branches off to the water heater to begin a second, parallel run called
the hot water main. From there, secondary branches of hot and cold water spaced about 6 inches apart snake through
walls and ceilings to the various fixtures. In awell-designed system, each branch contains a shutoff valve near the
point where it leaves the main line. Thus you can turn off an individual run without cutting off water to the entire
house. Plumbing fixturesinclude sinks, bathtubs, showers, toilets, sprinkler systems and appliances that use water and
connect either permanently or temporarily to the supply and drainage systems. Not all fixtures need both of the supply
lines; atoilet tank has only a cold water line, a dishwasher only a hot one. Once again, in a good system, shutoff
valves control each fixture. Behind the wall at most fixtures are air chambers -- capped vertical pipes that trap a
column of air to cushion onrushing water when the faucet is turned off. Without an air chamber, an abrupt turn-off
might create several hundred pounds of pressure within the supply system and result in water hammer. The DWV
(drain-waste-vent) system is the least visible part of the plumbing system, but the most strictly regulated by plumbing
codes. The system is not under pressure, but depends on gravity to carry waste water out of the house. Each fixtureis
connected to adrainpipe by a P- or S-shaped trap filled with water that prevents harmful sewer gas from entering the
home. When atoilet is flushed or asink emptied, the water in the trap is replaced. Branch drains lead to alarger
vertical pipe called a stack, which drops to the level of the outgoing sewer line, and projects up through the roof to
vent sewer gas and maintain atmospheric pressure in the system. (Larger dwellings may have two or more stacks.) At
ground level (or below if there is a basement), the stack makes a near-45-degree turn to become the main drain, then
slopes away from the house to enter a public sewer line or private septic system. FAUCETS Sink faucets are smple
valvesthat control the flow of thousands of gallons of water each year in the kitchen and bathroom. Faucet trouble
usually announces itself as a steady drip, drip, drip from the spout, or as a slow leak from around the handle or collar.
To solve the problem, you must first identify what kind of faucet you have so that you can buy the exact replacement
parts. In most cases, this means disassembling the faucet, then comparing it to those illustrated in this chapter.
Compression faucets, aways double-handle, have a washer that rests on a seat at the bottom of the stem. When a
compression faucet is turned on, the washer rises to allow water to flow to the spout. A variation isthe reverse-
compression faucet; when it isturned on, the stem lowers to create a space between the washer and seat, allowing
water up. Refer to the section on compression faucets for repairing both types. Simply changing the stem washer will
often stop the spout from dripping. Replacing the O-ring or packing in the stem will usually stop leaks from the
handle. A diaphragm faucet, another type of double-handle faucet, is easily repaired. A change of O-ring stops most
leaks from the handle. Replacing the diaphragm, which controls water flow, stops |leaks from both the spout and the
handle. A disc faucet, double-handle or single-lever, has a pair of plastic or ceramic discs that move up and down to
regulate the volume of water, and rotate to control temperature. The disc assembly rarely needs changing, but the inlet



ports can become clogged, and the seals can wear out. A rotating-ball faucet, another single-lever faucet, employs a
slotted plastic or brass ball set atop a pair of spring-loaded rubber seats. The handle rotates the ball to adjust water
temperature and flow. When this faucet leaks from the spout, its springs and seats probably need replacing. Seepage
around the handle points to worn O-rings or aloose adjusting ring. A cartridge faucet regul ates water flow by means
of a cartridge controlled by asingle lever. Repairs involve changing the O-rings or replacing the entire cartridge.

L eaks under the sink may be aresult of loose connections between the faucet body and the supply plumbing. Refer to
the illustrations below and check all locknuts and coupling nuts for snugness, tightening one-half turn where
necessary. Leaks around the aerator or areduced flow from the spout may be caused by an accumulation of sediment
on the screen inside. Every few months, unthread the aerator from the spout and brush it clean with a toothbrush and
vinegar. KITCHEN SINKS Most modem kitchen sinks are made of stainless steel or enameled steel, with two basins
draining into atrap bend that blocks sewer gas from entering the house. A trap ann joins the bend to the drainpipe at
thewall. Under asingle sink is aone-piece fixed or swivel trap, consisting of atrap bend connected to atrap ann. A
dishwasher fits under any sink; its drain hose attaches to an air gap -- asimple device that prevents back-siphonage --
and another hose leads to the garbage disposer or sink tailpiece. The two problems that most frequently plague kitchen
sinks, clogged drains and leaky supply pipes, can be handled with basic plumbing tools. Y ou can avoid clogs
altogether by placing strainer baskets in the drain openings and not pouring grease or coffee grounds down the drain. If
asink does back up, a plunger or manual auger will break up most clogs. Use a chemical opener in aporcelain sink if
the drain isonly partialy clogged, but never use chemicalsin an enamel or stainless-steel sink; they will mar the
finish. More serious blockages can be cleared by opening the trap or by probing the drainpipe behind the wall. Y ou
may only need to tighten aloose slip nut on the drain assembly to stop aleak under asink. If this doesn't work, remove
that part of the trap nearest the leak and install a new washer under the connecting slip nut. Keep an assortment of
washers on hand; whenever you disassemble atrap it's wise to replace all the washers. When you remove part of a
trap, you may decide that the piece istoo corroded to reinstall. Y ou can replace it with metal, polypropylene or PVC
plastic. Because it is light and easy to work with, plastic is especially suited for do-it-yourself plumbing. (If you leave
for the plumbing supply store, close the shutoff valves to ensure that the faucet will not be turned on.) Check that the
water under the sink is not leaking from afaulty dishwasher drain hose. If the hose is at fault, turn off power to both
the dishwasher and the disposer and close the dishwasher shutoff valve. Then tighten the hose clamps at the disposer
and at thea



