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Editors of The Family Handyman : Complete Do-It-Yourself Manual: Completely Revised and Updated  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Complete Do-It-Yourself 
Manual: Completely Revised and Updated: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Very informative and plenty of clever methodsBy AZ 
buyerComplete Do-It-Yourself Manual: Completely Revised and Updated has a lot of information on various projects 
that can be solutions for basic needs around the house...From the table of contents (note there are subcategories to 
these main categories that I have not listed):Your Home; Hand tools; Power tools; Fasteners and Adhesives; Plumbing; 
Electricity; Home Climate; Interior Repairs and Improvements; Painting and wallpapering; Exteriors; Landscaping; 
Windows and Doors; Concrete, Masonry, and Asphalt; Woodworking and Furniture repairs; Metals and Plastics; 
Healthy Home and Emergency Repairs; Storage Projects; Resources; Index; CreditsExamples of items covered:Circuit 
breakers and FusesOutdoor wiringWhole-house heating systemsThermostatsDrywall/TapingBaseboard 
moldingsWarmer WindowsKitchens/planning and layoutBasement MoistureInteriors/ painting concrete floorsRoof 
repairs / locating leaksInstalling SkylightsWindows/ repairing gliding and jalousieDoors/ repairing and 
adjustingConcrete / Pouring slabsMasonry / Repairing bricksRegluing furnitureGarage storageKitchen storageLaundry 
Room StorageBookcases and shelvesCloset-Organizing systemsIt has some clever solutions.4 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. Do It Yourself ManualBy runner67When I bought this book I had hoped I was getting an 
updated version of the orginal that I bought in 1973. For the most part this was true, but I found that in several areas 
things were changed and illustrations of repairs left out. I got this new version as a gift for my son who just recently 
purchased a home and is in the process of doing repairs and up grades. But some of the things he is doing are not in the 
new version and he had to use my old book as a reference. But with that said, it is still a reliable reference that I feel a 
homeowner would benefit from having and is better than others that are on the market.10 of 10 people found the 
following review helpful. Honest and true fantastic bookBy Derek enzIf your in the market for the house, a current 
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homeowner, or renting this is the book. For those searching for a home read how this book tells you to look for signs 
of damage, wear, cracks or water leaks. For the homeowner or for those wanting to fix stuff around the rental or the 
apartment, confidence is the what you'll get from this book. Anecdotally I went from being scared of wiring to having 
the confidence to wire my entire basement after I built it myself, oh and bye the way two years ago I couldn't nail two 
pieces of wood together. Every new homeowner should be issued this book as standard equipment, this thing will get 
some wear helping you fix wiring, concrete, siding, roofing, plumbing and outdoor projects. Three words "GET THIS 
BOOK". Wow that's all I have to say.

Completely revised and redesigned with over 3,000 color photos and illustrations, facts on the latest tools and 
techniques, and user-friendly instructions for a wide range of projects, this definitive do-it-yourself guide to home 
repair,maintenance,and improvement, is designed to save you time and money.Since 1973 over 10 million copies of 
READERS DIGEST COMPLETE DO-IT-YOURSELF MANUAL have been sold. And now, the definitive on-the-job 
manual has just gotten bigger and better than ever. The editors of Readers Digest and The Family Handyman 
magazine have joined forces to completely revise, update, rewrite, and redesign this home improvement classic. The 
new edition combines the best elements of the original manuals with The Family Handymans rich informational and 
photographic archives, new illustrations and photographs, and the wisdom and experience of over 150 of the best 
experts in the field today. COMPLETE DO-IT-YOURSELF MANUAL is written in a style of text that addresses 
readers in a very accessible, conversational tone for easy, user-friendly assistance with every do-it-yourself task. All 
instructions and materials have been updated to address current codes (electrical, plumbing and building), and revised 
to indicate the very latest in materials, tools, and technology. Suitable for beginners and experts alike, the new 
innovative ideas and features include: Over 3,000 photos and illustrations including more than 1,500 new full-color 
photos and 100 new technical drawings New sidebars, such as Shop Smart, Handy Hints, Go Figure, and Safety First, 
providing readers with helpful information Two new chapters, Landscaping and Storage Projects that include material 
and cutting lists Yellow-highlighter notes of caution or important points to remember Cross-references at the top of 
each page Metrics are given with most measurements throughout the text and a complete metric conversion chart is 
included at the rear of the bookThe books tried-and-true instructions provide do-it-yourself solutions to a ton of 
problems that could cost a fortune if you had to hire a professional. This manual is a must-have reference guide for 
every home-owning man or woman.

From Publishers WeeklyThis super-handy manual, first published in 1973, has received a major upgrade. Seventeen 
chapters' worth of fixer-upper opportunities are enhanced with more than 3,000 photos and illustrations that would 
look equally at home in an upscale home decorating catalogue. The first few chapters cover hand and power tools, 
fasteners and adhesives, and are enough to incite hardware envy among even dwellers of tiny apartments. There is 
strange beauty in the cutaway views of five different hollow-wall fasteners and the machinations of nine types of 
pliers. But homeowners are, of course, the real target audience, and an all-new section on Landscaping reflects this 
with entries on fences, water gardens and retaining walls. The plumbing section offers a mega-view of wastewater-
treatment systems as well as a micro-exploration of unclogging a toilet. Another new section, Storage Projects, is full 
of cabinets and shelves that either "Swing-out" or "Fold-away." New technologies are generally overlooked in favor of 
meat-and-potatoes projects. For instance, a home satellite dish is pictured but not indexed or dwelled upon, while 
carpeting is charted, graphed and deconstructed in the extreme. Intriguing sidebars on wood refinishers (the fastest 
drying versus the safest), the financial benefits of renting specialty tools for a large drywall project and other subjects 
round out this must-have guide. (Apr. 1) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All 
rights reserved. 


