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Jack L. Carter, Martha A. Carter, Donna J. Stevens : Common Southwestern Native Plants: An Identification 
Guide  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Common 
Southwestern Native Plants: An Identification Guide: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Robert LukeHave used this for helping to chose plants 
to use for xeric landscaping.27 of 27 people found the following review helpful. Big pictures make this book easy to 
use.By Colleen CrowlieI am a librarian who uses reference books everyday and I'm impressed with how user friendly 
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this book is. The first 70 or so pages have nice big photographs of plants that are easy to identify. This pictorial guide 
will assist those with a limited knowledge of the flora to recognize some of the most common trees, shrubs, and 
herbaceous plants in the Southwest.Flipping thru the book I realized that the big 'juniper' in my Mom's front yard is 
really an Arizona cypress. The line drawings of the berries in the description section of the book convinced me beyond 
a shadow of a doubt I need to rename it. I had just taken someones word for it and now I checking the book and see 
I've been wrong for years.The descriptions are rich with plant lore. The Arizona Cypress may live to be 700 years old 
and Native Americans used it to treat all skin fungus infections. These descriptions are obviously the result of a 
lifetime of studying and collecting information on these plants.The book is a fine example of the great things that can 
be achieved by small regional presses these days. Anyone with an interest in native Southwest plants should make sure 
they have a copy on their shelf.

Fully revised and expanded! Now with full color on every page and many new photographs, the new edition of this 
popular pictorial guide has expanded to include 128 woody plants and 39 herbaceous flowering plants common to the 
Southwest. Considerable attention is given to the history of botany in the region, with biographical sketches of the 
early botanists. Big-tree records have also been added for many of the species. This book brings together colorful 
photographs, exquisite line drawings, and written descriptions. Included are medicinal and traditional cultural uses, 
suggestions for landscaping and attracting wildlife, and Spanish common names. For those wishing to go further with 
plant identification, each selection has a detailed description, distribution records, and habitat information. Perfect for 
travelers in the Southwest, this book has broad educational value and can be enjoyed by nonspecialists and specialists 
alike.


